PL 102: Introduction to Ethics, Aesthetics and Cultural Philosophy
Course Objectives

The objective of the course is to introduce students to philosophical studies of ethics,
aesthetics and cultural philosophy and to show them how philosophical method can help
in solving ethical dilemmas, value conflicts and other contemporary moral issues in the
present day Africa.

Course Description

The course surveys the various branches of ethics, moral reasoning and philosophy. It
asks, among the rest, what is the meaning of being free and responsible, what are one’s
rights, what is meant by values, what is the role of cultural identity and tradition in moral
reasoning, are moral norms universal, and how does one make moral judgement in a
modern multicultural society. The course introduces also the main trends of African
philosophical approaches and discusses the meaning of African philosophy as well as the
role of philosophy in Africa.

Delivery: 30 Lectures and 15 Seminars
Assessment: Course Work 40 percent. Final Examination 60 percent.
Course Outline

Topic 1 Ethics and Moral Reasoning
1.1 What is meant by morality and what is meant by ethics
1.2 Introduction to the core concepts in moral reasoning and ethics
1.3 Moral judgement and dealing with ethical dilemmas
1.4 Introduction to axiology: theory of value
1.5 Professional Ethics
1.6 Ethics in science and scientific research
L7 Moral problems and value conflicts in pluralistic and multicultural
societies
Topic 2 Aesthetics
2.1 The concept of beauty
2.2 Aesthetic values and aesthetic judgement
23 The concept of art

Topic 3 Cultural philosophy
Jel Culture, Tradition and philosophy
32 The role of culture in philosophical ideals and philosophical analysis
a0 Philosophical traditions
3.4  Traditional philosophies

Topic 4 Philosophy in Africa and development



4.1 Introducing the debates in African philosophy
4.2 Main trends in African philosophy
4.3  African philosophy vs. philosophy in Africa
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PL 211: Theories of Social and Moral Philosophy
Course Objectives

The objective of the course is to give a cross-cultural overview of the main approaches as
well as the major questions of social and moral philosophy. It leads the student into an in-
depth study of major themes in social and moral thought and theory.

Course Description

The course will present principal concepts, problems and theories in social and moral
philosophy. It focused particularly on theories of justice and on the explanations of the
philosophical foundations of human rights theories. It discusses such concepts as the
state, the nation, sovereignty, authority, freedom, responsibility, rights and duties, justice,
democracy, egalitarianism and equality, identity, tolerance, etc. These themes are
constantly related to the political and social thought and development of Africa.

Delivery: 30 Lectures and 15 Seminars
Assessment Course Work 40 percent. Final Examination 60 percent.
Course Outline

Topic 1 Introduction to social and moral philosophy

1.1 Discussion on the distinctions between philosophical social and moral
frameworks and other social sciences as well as the distinction between
moral theories and religious doctrines.

1.2 Discussion on the relation moral theory and everyday morality and moral
judgement, etc.

1.3 Introduction to the main concepts in social and moral philosophy such as
values, rights, duties, the concepts of good/bad, justice, equality, moral
principle, the idea of human nature, etc.

Topic 2 Highlights of the history of moral philosophy and ethics
2.1 Moral Philosophy and Social thought in the Ancient Greek
el The importance of cosmology, religion, philosophy in human nature.
2.3 The relation between ethics and religion in African philosophy,
introduction to Eastern moral philosophy and ethics, the overview of
European humanism

Topic 3 Main theories in social and moral philosophy: their classics and

contemporaries
| Teleology and virtue ethics — in Greek philosophy and in modern
philosophy

3.2 Teleology and utilitarian ethics — in classics and in contemporary ethics;



comparison of utilitarianism in private moral judgement and as a public
policy guideline (constitution making, political agenda, election
campaigns, etc.)

3.3 Deontology before and now — comparing the idea of moral law and moral
duty in Immanuel Kant vs. modern religions

Basic Readings
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